Weekly Wild Wednesday

June 25 ™, 2025
What a We eHotBitHidays ! 6

AThe Ol d Housed recei
gifts on a HOT weekend! Temps over

100 and heat index 112 at one point!

Hardy Wild Ones and Friends

celebrated in the air conditioning and
explored the gorgeous gardens in spite

of the heat! Guests were thrilled!!

We found bunnies peeking
through
the native

We found native Lance Leaf
Coreopsis_and Purple Poppy
Mallow wi t h a gl obe
a And Pale Purple

Coneflowers surrounded by

love ...

A birdbath

with

blooming

mi | kwe e

Elderberry_in full bloom
above é

a Bright orange Butterfly
Milkweed i n FULL bl

Common Milkweed scented
the strong winds and

warmth with such sweet
fragrance!



https://dsps.lib.uiowa.edu/roots/lance-leaf-coreopsis/
https://dsps.lib.uiowa.edu/roots/lance-leaf-coreopsis/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=cain2
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=cain2
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=ECPA
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=ECPA
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/iowa_trees/trees/elderberry.html
https://www.prrcd.org/iowas-native-milkweed-species/
https://www.prrcd.org/iowas-native-milkweed-species/
https://www.prrcd.org/iowas-native-milkweed-species/
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We went down a rabbit hole and found out that not only does it
show a healthy ecosystem, this is actually the complete OBLIGATE
life host plant for this beetle, which is THREATENED on the
Endangered Species List!

Grow Elderberry !!!

The Valley Elderberry

(Desmocerus californicus

dimorphus) relies on elder-

berry shrubs (*Sambucus

[ spp.*) as its host plant. Specifically, the
The elderberry borer is native to eastern North  beetle's life cycle is completely dependent

America, ranging from Oklahoma to parts of the op elderberry for feeding and habitat. ¢
southern Appalachian Mountains. @

Habitat: Here's why elderberry is so important:

They are often found in moist areas like
wetlands, river edges, and near streams where

» Obligate Host: Elderberry is the only known
host plant for the Valley Elderberry Longhorn

elderberry shrubs thrive. @

Appearance:

The elderberry borer is a beautiful beetle,
characterized by its iridescent bluish wings and
a vibrant yellow or yellow-orange band across
the upper portion of its wings. ¢

Life Cycle:

The beetle's life cycle includes an egg stage,
where the female lays eggs on elderberry bark
and foliage. Larvae hatch and bore into the pithy
center of branches, eventually pupating near
the roots. @

Not a Major Pest:

The elderberry borer is not considered a major
pest, and their presence is often associated
with the healthy ecosystems where elderberry
grows. @

Beetle. This means the beetle cannot survive
without it. @

Life Cycle Dependency: The beetle's life
cycle stages, including egg laying, larval
development, pupation, and adult
emergence, all occur within or in association
with elderberry shrubs. ¢

Habitat: The beetle is almost always found
on or near elderberry shrubs. ¢

Threatened Species: The beetle is listed as

dependence on elderberrv habitat. &

We were so excited to
learn about this insect!



https://nursery.iowadnr.gov/Elderberry_p_167.html

)} 9% amazon.com/Native- + (&)

a While we were diving deeply down the Rabbit Hole of the

Elderberry Beetle, this shirt popped up! We LOVE this!!
We get nothing from this link except a great deal of appreciation for

the author!

®© Deliver to Ruth - Sioux City 51103 ~

Brand: Save the Monarchs Bees Birds Native Plant Designs

| Grow Native Plants for Bugs Birds Bees Monarch Butterflies
Long Sleeve T-Shirt

at lrvine Prairvie

W 1174 55th 5t Dysart, 1A 52224

nter and Cathy Irvine for ei'.i'ening

strolls at Irvine Prairie. All ages are

L welcome to enjoy summer blooms,
birds, butterflies and more! |

i grow native plants . :
tofeed the b : - :
tgaiefeed fheugfpds, 4 Thursday, June I26_.."‘6:00 p.m.

a Thu'rsday-, Jufy 24, 6:00 p.m.

L] ?l'hufs;&af;;Augusf" 28, 6:00 p.m.

All walks will begin near the patking area’\dcatéd by the Irvine Prairie rock.
Please bring yalirown watef and sun protection. Closed-toe shoes and long
parts are encouraged.

."'I Univereity of
£ Northem lowa

Above right, Tallgrass Prairie center are hosting Wildflower Walks at Irvine Prairie _in Dysart, lowa . This is a
casual opportunity to explore this  high quality restoration with Dr. Laura Jackson and Cathy Irvine.

We hope you can join them !

NEXT on our calendar is the Bee s and Blooms Garden Walk! .
And mark your calendar for ALL the upcoming events! Jpcommg Events

Click for details! A ¢ Bees & Blooms Garden Walk

Jul 12th, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday, July 12
10am - 1Pm * Agape Community Garden Walk
Jul 19th, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Free, open
Marc & Bm/ & to the public, » Morningside Garden Walk & Plant Sale
TRy open yard Jul 26th, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Home e s s fm é style.
90146™ st., & Come & go
Sioux City g ) [ as you e Sara's Garden Walk
please. Aug 1st, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

* Metzger's Garden Walk

=y
[\ N

X :‘ ; Aug 16th, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
https://loesshills.wildones.org/ ONES

Loess Hills

View All Events



https://tallgrassprairiecenter.org/events/2025-06-26/wildflower-walk-irvine-prairie
https://www.amazon.com/Native-Birds-Bees-Monarch-Butterflies/dp/B0BWQ7QZWM/ref=mp_s_a_1_7?crid=2SSMTH5NVQ2C&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Askzj3DiVaw-sZ1w_zp12p8eaucvfX9DwoMBl2ezx8TIfqq1cHxadz1cBeyqL5RYImuyW_bl_AjSL3j4EqOzw8VS81UDsGAxQS18BcdAfZNdVNxQ0QI7OGwrs-D9LiFCSiWcQWbUuR2mAgc1LWiad7-euW-wTVwmIukxg27rgzbSeBzKOLKgt8X4CKBg9VY5DvndyGVtrFFjUFv6lbHD0ErzIEPydMiXGS2-iF9SCMR5HRLUIiE61QPMl5h78Qf54YH4-QUGoEon-OzHQNqLRMxtM4ZO4CPSsNECE2h7STc.YXLrxAfF8kCnYCPNwE4wf0Y6lm0esVSb4JIz1hTu82Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=plant%2Bnative%2Blong%2Bsleeve&qid=1750029273&sprefix=plant%2Bnative%2Blong%2Bsleeve,aps,161&sr=8-7&th=1&psc=1&customId=B078RYLLL6&customizationToken=MC_Assembly_1#B078RYLLL6
https://loesshills.wildones.org/events/

Wishing you a week filled wi th oCool elro Days



https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2024/01/Winter-Sowing-Steps-NO-PHOTOS.pdf
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2024/01/Winter-Sowing-Steps-NO-PHOTOS.pdf
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/the-map

