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What a Week of “Tea Party Planning!” 

Phase IV!!! We are SO excited to 
be starting the LAST phase of 
installation at “The Flower 
House!” What a fun 
transformation this has been! 
We will have one more year in 
2025 of maintenance and 
tweaking on this project while 
helping Mercedes learn even 
more about her gardens and her 
Native and Natural 
Landscaping! She designed her 
own layout for this last phase! 

We used the No Dig Method 
(which we usually like to let rest 
for a few weeks or a season but 
you can plant promptly) to 
smother the grass and give the 

project a uniform look. As the years go on, 
this particular mulch will disintegrate into 
soil and fill in with plants and seedlings.  
 
There are so many methods to start a new 
garden bed, and none of them are right or 
wrong, just different approaches to the same 
5 year goals of Native and Pollinator plants 
in formerly chemical and non-host friendly 
areas! 
 
 We added three Baptisia sourced from Earl 
May locally. Yucca grown from a sustainable 

seed harvest hosted by Golden Hills 
RC&D seed-- sourced from Five Ridge 
Prairie. Lupine sourced from Mulhalls. 
Lots of chemical free pollinator 
friendly annuals to make it look great 
year 1 while the Native Plants fill in 
over the next Sleep, Creep, Leap 

cycles! 
 
 

We added a trellis and a 
Clematis Virginiana from 

Siouxland Prairie Farms! 

https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/01/2020-Fall-no-dig-preparation-for-Spring-planting.docx
https://www.goldenhillsrcd.org/
https://www.goldenhillsrcd.org/
https://www.backyardecology.net/understanding-a-common-saying-when-growing-native-plants/#:~:text=While%20the%20phrase%2C%20%E2%80%9CThe%20first,even%20though%20they%20are%20perennials.
https://www.backyardecology.net/understanding-a-common-saying-when-growing-native-plants/#:~:text=While%20the%20phrase%2C%20%E2%80%9CThe%20first,even%20though%20they%20are%20perennials.
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=clvi5
https://siouxlandprairiefarms.com/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=yugl
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/01/2020-Fall-no-dig-preparation-for-Spring-planting.docx
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/01/2020-Fall-no-dig-preparation-for-Spring-planting.docx
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=BAAU
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=clvi5


Earlier while working with the sedges, we saw a Hummingbird Moth hiding 

under the blades! We carefully left those plants alone...  

 

 
   Phase I started in September 
of 2020, and we showcased that 
in our VERY FIRST Wild 
WEDNESDAY September 2nd of 
2020!   We used to deliver a 
PRINTED copy by HAND to 6 
people!  Click for link!  
 
All the archived Wild 

Wednesdays are HERE! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  Join us and see all the changes over the 
years! 

 

Mark Your Calendars for ALL the upcoming events!      
 
We also have a Board Strategic Planning Session in July! 
 
If you have ideas for programs, speakers, suggestions, 
interests, or anything YOU would like to see in the coming 
years, please let us know! 
 
Not shown is the FALL PUBLIC NATIVE PLANT SALE  

                                      September 14th 9AM-12PM! 

https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/11/2020-September-2nd-Introducing-Weekly-Wild-Wednesday.pdf
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/11/2020-September-2nd-Introducing-Weekly-Wild-Wednesday.pdf
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/11/2020-September-2nd-Introducing-Weekly-Wild-Wednesday.pdf
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/hummingbird_moth.shtml
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/11/2020-September-2nd-Introducing-Weekly-Wild-Wednesday.pdf
https://loesshills.wildones.org/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=7577


 

John shared this awesome article from the New York Times!  
 
   Click for link! 

 

Sharon—And many 
others—are sending 
their thank you’s for 
the grants-- and fun 
Citizen Science 

observations!   

 

 
Dotty shared this event!  
 Click photo for link to details and registration---Hurry!!    
TODAY is the deadline to register—by NOON!! 
 
 
 
             Look for Monarch—and other—caterpillars and plant  
             utilizers on your Milkweed Leaves!  We are so excited  
             to see these plants “Doing Their Job!!” Thanks, Marc! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/15/realestate/native-plants-flowers.html?unlocked_article_code=1.wk0.XdtM.x4olKfXHPbsz&smid=em-share
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSej3zGEol7uyh_sf26wLQiq4OUeA9b6uLOE1bwt_HLxdzAHxw/viewform


Wishing you a week filled with “Native Planning and Planting!” 
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https://homegrownnationalpark.org/the-map
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/

