
 

Weekly Wild Wednesday 

November 29
th

, 2023  

What a Week of “Winter Inspiration!” 

 
We took a road trip to Prairie Woods Nature Center and 
their gardens were filled with Winter Interest! There 
were blossoms here and there, and drying seed heads 
SO full of beauty in the shelter of the building.  

The Aster above was only ONE left that we saw in 
full glory! What a treat! Late Purple American Aster? 
 
Below, this fallen tree is wrapped in a fluffy stole of 
snow, showcasing the next adventure of life this 
wood will support as Nature takes it’s course. 

The Partridge Pea had 
ONE struggling bit of 
color bravely hanging 
on, while shedding 
LOADS of seed all 
around the base! 
 
The seed pods twist and 
explode when you barely 
brush against them! 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/sioux/Content/Prairie-Woods-Nature-Center.aspx
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=SYPA11
https://growitbuildit.com/partridge-pea-101-chamaecrista-fasciculate/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/liatris-aspera
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/liatris-aspera
https://www.franklincreekconservation.org/uploads/1/1/4/6/114617551/mosses_lichen_and_fungi.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Rod gifted 
us some 
Prickly 
Pear 
Seeds at 
the Seed 
Exchange, 
and we went down a rabbit hole to find out how to harvest 
and dry these seeds to share and grow!  
After watching countless YouTube Videos on harvesting 
and storing this seed, we went rght to it! We gently 
scored the outside of the soft pods on ONE side, flipped 
the pod inside out, and wiped the seeds onto a paper 
towel, After carefully separating the seeds under Patch 
Kitty’s Supervision, we set the seeds in a cool, dry, dark 
spot to finish drying! In a couple of weeks, we will 
package these for those who will be growing them! That 
includes US! THANK YOU, Rod, for continuing to inspire! 

https://www.epicgardening.com/prickly-pear-cactus-propagation/


The Sioux City Railroad Mueum, 
who have installed MANY Native 
Gardens- and are planning a new 
one for next Spring- are hosting 
the 12 NIGHTS of Christmas! 
 
They will be decorating 
EVERYTHING! 
 
Take a peek at the Resting and 
Root Forming Native Gardens 
while you are enjoying all their 
other festivities! 
 
Thanks, La Vone! We can hardly 
wait to share in the FUN! 
 

 
  

 Minnesota Prairie 
Podcast had a wonderful 
list of guest artists who 
shared how the Prairie had 
inspired their Works of Art! 
 
This is a good one to listen 
to while looking for YOUR 
inspiration! 
 
Thanks Minnesota DNR!  
 
 Click for link to the 
website- and look for 
Episode 56! 

 
 Chris made us LAUGH out LOUD 
with this tongue-in-cheek blog 
‘Nothing to See in a November 
Prairie.”  
 
Thanks, Chris, for making us look a 
LOT closer at all the beauty around 
us--if we just take the time to look-- 
and use the Zoom Lense on our 
various cameras! 
 
 Click photo for link to full (and 
funny to US) blog! 
 
 
 
 
  

Homes & Gardens is all in favor of making a Prairie Planting work in 
YOUR space!  
We loved this article, and we are starting our preparation now for 
overseeding a small test area at “The Wild Mess in Progress!”  

Wish us luck! 

https://www.facebook.com/siouxcityrailroadmuseum/
https://www.homesandgardens.com/gardens/what-is-prairie-planting#:~:text=Drifts%20of%20native%20perennials%20and,native%20to%20your%20local%20area.
https://prairieecologist.com/2023/11/17/photos-of-the-week-november-17-2023/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/prairiepod/index.html


 

Wishing you a week filled with “Winter Inspiration!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

  
  
  
  

  
  

 
 

https://wildones.org/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/the-map

