
Weekly Wild Wednesday 

September 27
th

, 2023  

What a Week of “Collecting and Color!” 

 
 

We are constantly on the lookout for Nature’s examples that we can 
add to our landscapes! This Fall, the Heath Aster has had the BEST 
year! It is blooming in public gardens, on roadsides, in the prairies, 
and in our personal gardens!  
 
 Dotty and Bill’s driveway has these gorgeous daisy like white 
blooms mixed with the many purples of Fall- and it is a STUNNING 
combination! We think that purple might be an Aromatic Aster? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Ridge Road in the Siouxland area there were 
MANY dense stands of Heath Aster—absolutely 
abuzz with pollinators! If you see one of these 
beautiful clumps of white, safely stop, listen, and 
look for the LIFE they are sustaining!  
We are adding MANY MORE Of these to our 
Urban Gardens next year!! Grow Heath Asters! 

 
 
 This tiny Heath 
Aster in the 
competition of the 
prairie is more like 
the size and 
shape we are 
used to seeing! 
What a difference 
location makes with Native plants! The whole plant is the size of a coffee mug! 
 

 
 

 Click for a 
short 
synopsis of 
this aster! 
Or download 
this HUGE 
PDF with 
color photos 
of the many 
Roadside 
Native Plants 
of Iowa and 
take a road 
trip!  

https://www.amestrib.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/09/30/steve-lekwa-sorting-out-those-confusing-asters/5922706001/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=syer
https://secure.iowadot.gov/lrtf/docs/plantprofiler.pdf


 
Sneezeweed that does NOT 
make you sneeze! We like 
to call this gorgeous and 
unique plant Helen’s Flower 
or Helenia! It sounds so 
much better to us, haha!  
At The Wild Mess in 
Progress, it is a mix of 
blooms and ready to 
harvest seeds! On purpose! 
If you do NOT want seeds, 
and want this gorgeous 
plant to bloom through 
until frost, deadhead the 
blossoms regularly! The 
seeds are ready when you gently squeeze the brown, dry seed 
head and it falls off into your container. It does not take long to 
have a LOT of seed! We will be sharing this seed liberally at the 
November 12th Potluck, Annual Meeting, and Seed Share from  

2-4PM at the Sioux City 
Public Museum! Please 
join us! We will have 
plenty of food-- and 
seeds-- to SHARE! 

 
Below, Goldenrod is COVERED in 
pollinators right now! We counted over 12 
unique pollinators on a single plume! 

White, Yellow, 
and Purple 
seem to be 
the dominant 
colors this 
Fall in Iowa! 
 
 
 
The white 
Snow-on-the 
Mountain is 
going to seed 
as well, not 
quite ready 
yet!  
 
 
We will check 
it daily! 

 
 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=euma8
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=soca6
https://growitbuildit.com/helenium-autumnale-sneezeweed/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Click for website details of Upcoming 
Events! 
 
Mark your calendars! 
 
Please join us!  
 

 
 
 

 
Xerces shared this 1 hour 
webinar on Fall Gardening 
for Pollinators!   
              Click for link!   
 
 Great for a rainy afternoon! 

 
 
 
If you are in Omaha 
September 30th, check out 
this Lawn to Life in person set of classes from Mulhalls! 
  Click for details! They also have all Native plants 30% off! 

 
 
 
 
And we are 
planning to 
check out this 
Prairie Seed 
Processing 
Day on 
Sunday 
November 5th!  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      Thanks, Golden Hills!  
 
         Click photo for ALL the Fall Fun coming up!                           

 

 

https://www.goldenhillsrcd.org/prairieseed.html
https://mulhalls.com/garden-home/events/diy-landscape-design-series/?mc_cid=2e3864c6ef&mc_eid=3cd890118e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgLiOc-wdt8
https://loesshills.wildones.org/


 

Wishing you a week filled with “Collecting and Color!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

  
  
  
  

  
  
 
 

https://wildones.org/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/the-map

