
Loess Hills ‘Hidden Wild’ Project 
By Ruth M. Rose 

 
Chris Helzer has been a great inspiration and 
guide in preserving and restoring the Wild! 
When I first read his book Hidden Prairie, I 
was so excited about starting a Hidden Wild 
Citizen Science Project of my OWN size, in my 
OWN space! You can do this, too! From a 
Planter to a Prairie, find YOUR Hidden Wild! 

 

I watched a 

Hidden Prairie 
Video to see 
Chris’ 
incredible 
photos and get 
an overview of 
his project, and 
then headed 

out to mark a spot of remnant prairie next to Stone State Park that is easily 
accessed by Talbot Road, March 1st of 2023. 
 
 I put an old mailbox on a post, and included a notebook, pencils, a copy of 
Hidden Prairie, and two old sling chairs. I invited anyone who I saw and our 
Members from Loess Hills Wild Ones to stop by any time and contribute by 

observing the plants and wildlife they saw! I asked that they record them with 
photographs and notes.  The photographs are sent by text or email. I am keeping 
them in a file to put on the Loess Hills Wild Ones website at the end of four complete 
seasons of observation!  

Recently, four Loess Hills Wild Ones           
members measured and set up Site # 2 of three 
planned sites.  

 
This site, called 
‘The Flower 
House’, is located 
in a residential 
area and was 
planted from 
Lawn to Life with 
Native plants in 
spring of 2021. 
Dotty, Ruth, Lilly, 
and Dawn Left to 
Right.  
Selfie by Lilly, 8 
years old! 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Parks/Iowa-State-Parks/Stone-State-Park
https://loesshills.wildones.org/
https://youtu.be/R_1jrUnv5WQ
https://uipress.uiowa.edu/books/hidden-prairie
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2023/03/2023-March-8-Wild-Wednesday.pdf


 
We marked the area with painted rocks-- 

 Inventoried the plants and Wild we saw that day, 
and now we have another fun and exciting site to 
visit with friends, family, and neighbors all 
getting interested in learning about Native plants 
and Wild Visitors for the first time! We will use 
the same format, in which anyone who wishes 
can list their name, date, time spent, and 
observations, and send their photos to be 
recorded for the Year End report. 

Chris said 
something to me at 
the Loess Hills 
Prairie Seminar 
that really 
resonated.  
 
 

He asked “How do we reach people who are not immersed in Prairie or Wild Areas-- and are afraid of a Box 
Elder Beetle-- to learn to love and preserve the plants and wildlife that these areas support?” 
 
Chris—That is the mission of Wild Ones and organizations like Homegrown National Park. 
 
 We can follow in your footsteps and start Wild Observation Projects-- from a Native Planter to a Pocket Prairie- 
inspired by “Hidden Prairie”-- 
 
One Space at a Time! 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.loesshillsprairieseminar.com/
https://www.loesshillsprairieseminar.com/
https://wildones.org/
https://www.homegrownnationalpark.org/

