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What a Week of “Flutter-Bys and Flashy Fliers!” 

 
 
This week, we were playing in the plants at ‘The Flower House’ when a 
grower of cut flowers stopped by and shared that she had a hillside of 
similar plants to the one we were tending in an area she was developing. 
She generously offered to let us rescue those plants, and we immediately 
took her up on that offer!  We took as many of the Pussy Toes as we could 

that day, and transplanted them into flats for future 
homes!    
 
This is the 
area where 
we rescued 
the tiny 
plants!   
 
We will 
keep on 
rescuing!  
If YOU know 
of an area 
where native 
plants are bound for 
demolition, please let 

us know, and we will do what we can to find them 
new homes!  So far, we transplanted 6 flats! 

 
This tiny plant 
is host to the 
American 
Lady 
butterfly. 

Speaking of  
flutter-bys,  Cheri 
spotted a 
Monarch in her 
yard, and then 
Dawn and I saw 
two on a hike!  
Dawn snapped 

that photo!    
Time to keep 
your eyes 
open for 
activity on 
your 
milkweeds! We also saw a LOT of 
swallowtail activity this week!

http://www.restoringthelandscape.com/2012/03/native-plant-of-week-field-pussytoes.html
http://www.restoringthelandscape.com/2012/03/native-plant-of-week-field-pussytoes.html
https://monarchwatch.org/migration/
https://bugguide.net/node/view/236368
https://dickinsoncountyconservationboard.com/2018/03/06/native-iowa-butterflies-and-moths-skippers-and-swallowtails/


   
 This coming weekend is the Loess Hills Wild Ones Plant Sale!  
 
The Native Plant Sale is 

May 19-21st 
 

Due to an 
overwhelming demand 
for Native Plants from 
our supplier, we have 
had to make changes 
to our original list of 
plants that will be at 

the sale. And we think 
an overwhelming 
demand for native 
plants is a GREAT 
problem to have!  

Click photo for the 
AWESOME updated 

list—with photos-- from 
Marcie!  

Click link below and 
Join Us to come Friday! 

 
 

And what’s blooming in YOUR 
space this week? On our Meander 
Yard Tour, we saw Starry 
Solomon Seal- 
  

 
                        Wild Geranium  

 
 
 
  And Blue-Eyed Grass.  
 
Dawn shared that Blue Eyed Grass 
is actually an Iris, not a grass at 
all!  

 
 
 
 
Click on 
any 
photo! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://members.wildones.org/join/?chapter=113
https://loesshills.wildones.org/plant-sale/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2023/05/2023-May-Plant-Sale-details.pdf
https://sparrowhawknativeplants.com/products/starry-false-solomons-seal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgOhwU9vHS4
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/blue-eyed-grass-sisyrinchium/
https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2018/06/13/iowa-wildflower-wednesday-wild-geranium-2/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=mast4
https://ionxchange.com/pages/Wild-Geranium-%252d-Geranium-maculatum-Harvest.html


 
Tom is trying out the cardboard method of starting a new garden area! We 
can hardly wait to see how this works for him! We are on year 3 of trying this 
method at several sites, and this year had to pick up the odd piece of non 
composted cardboard, a label here and there, and some tape we had missed 
while preparing the cardboard. We LOVE this method, but it takes patience!  

 
  Click photos for a printable link! 
 
You can do this in Fall and let it overwinter 
naturally, OR you can do it in Spring and 
keep it watered for later planting if Nature 
does not water it for you all Summer! 
 
So quick and easy! 

 
For great ideas from Longwood Gardens,  

Click the photo below! 

 
 
 
 

Tom and Cheri also shared 
the “Instant Meadow” garden 
idea! They had a mix of 
prairie seeds Bill calls 
‘Granola’ that they sowed in a 
flat of 2x2 pots. Locally 
harvested LHWO seeds! 
Now they are transplanting 
those micro prairie plugs into 
their already prepared dead grass areas! 

 Find what you 
need, little prairies! 

 
And Marcie shared 
her success with 
Winter Sowing in 
milk jugs—so far! 
Woooooowwww!! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
GrowItBuildIt shared this awesome guide to 
Native Plants with Curb Appeal!  
 Click for a great read! 

 
 
 

 
 

https://growitbuildit.com/10-native-plants-with-curb-appeal/?utm_source=sendfox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=on-the-blog-10-native-plants-w-curb-appeal
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/01/2020-Fall-no-dig-preparation-for-Spring-planting.docx
https://longwoodgardens.org/blog/2023-05-10/how-create-ecologically-friendly-home-landscape?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Continue%20Reading&utm_campaign=Blog%205.10.23


Wishing you a week filled with “Flutter-Bys and Flashy Fliers!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://wildones.org/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/the-map

