Weekly Wild Wednesday

June 1 ¢, 2022
Wha t a Week of O0Chled sea Cheer

Chelsea Flower Show in Engl and!
And guess what? A REWILDING
Garden wins Best in Show and
Gold Medal! Yippeeeeeeee! Click
the video to have a virtual tour
below, or below right for a great
written ar ticle!

Why do we love Chelsea? One of
the many reasons is it gave us

the Chelsea Chop! This is a way
to keep your perennials at a

height you like, and blooming at
differin g times! We are trying it
this year on many plants, this
week on Canada Goldenrod ,
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The Chelsea Chop: How
And Why To Prune
Perennials
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How to Do the Chelsea
Chop

The idea is to reduce the plant's height by
about 1/3 while it is still young and in active
growth. This will give it a shorter, bushier
habit, and will delay the bloom time by a
week or more. There are several

different techniques, described below,
depending on the results you want to
achieve.
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a Finished at 24
inches (ish)!

Below, opposite
view!

For a relatively small garden, you can do the
Chelsea Chop with nothing more than
pruning shears or garden scissors. For a
bigger garden it's nice to have hedge shears.

a At the Dorothy
Pecaut Nature Center,
same plant, we are
trying a Waterfall
Effect to see if we can
get the Goldenrod to
extend the blooming
period over several
weeks! Wish us luck !



https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=soca6
https://blog.longfield-gardens.com/how-and-why-to-prune-perennials/
https://youtu.be/N_lYh4nNTfY
https://rewildingbritain.org.uk/blog/rewilding-garden-wins-best-in-show-at-chelsea
https://blog.longfield-gardens.com/how-and-why-to-prune-perennials/
https://www.facebook.com/DorothyPecautNatureCenter/

wildflowers are already producing seed.

N —— a Chris Helzer, The Pralrle Ecologlst, inspired a

(Oxytropis lambertii) at our familiy prairie. Meander TOUF to see |f we COU|d flnd some Of the

There's just one small patch of this species and same plantS that were in h|S blongSt May 27 th and
| visit it every year to gauge its slow expansion. . . !

Some years it doesrit bloom, or produces Just a we were successful! Dawn an d | hiked on a private
few flowers. This year is the biggest and most remnant Loess Hills prairie and found so many

florally-abundant the patch has been. It's still beautiful blossomsi

only about 3 feet in diameter, but progress is
progress. | photographed the flowers with three

different lenses but will restrict myself to just ThankS ChriS for the inspiration!
two of the images.

Thanks Mark and Jeanette for the opportunity
generosity, and kindness of allowing us to view
your beautiful prairie!
Woooooowwwww!

We found Locowe ed in blo om, too!
Just like on Chris Ofamily prairie! A

Watching this kind of incremental improvement
in plant diversity and abundance is one of the

most gratifying parts of restoring a site over Below, we fo und Prairie Turni p! The
many years. Other species are spreading across Ieaf IS S0 elegant and a Close up

the site too (moving out of small unplowed !

remnants into the larger prairie, most of which ShOWGd fuZZy deta |IS we wou Id never
was farmed and then reseeded to grass in have noticed W|th the naked eye!

1962). Blue-eyed grass (Sisyrincium campestre),
prairie violet (Viola pedatifida), American vetch

(Vicia americana) and ground plum (Astragalus

Prairie Dandelion going to seed!

A

Far different from our usual yard
dandelion, look at those leaves!

a In the wo ods we found new to me
Moonseed !

What a pretty leaf, | tho ughtitwa s a
grape vine but it was not!


https://prairieecologist.com/2022/05/27/photos-of-the-week-may-27-2022/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locoweed
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx/pr_dandelion.htm
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/ppi/display.php?record=Oxytropis_lambertii
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/EndangeredResources/Plants.asp?mode=detail&SpecCode=PDFAB5L0B0
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/ppi/display.php?record=Psoralea_esculenta
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/common-moonseed

not an agg ive spreader. If you got last we: wsletter, you may have

Within t he next couple of week s, we expect to see o ur Native Plants roteeditus g enmy LR T b Arasarpest
arriving ! Many of us sheet mulched over the Winter so our areas are T HOW TO USE CARDBOARD AND PO
all ready to plant, with the grasss mothered by mulch and cardboard e e S

for th is firs t year! We will plant right through that mulch  and l =
cardboard. Butif you did not get your areas prepar ed, you can still
use the cardboar d and mulch to no -till those grass areas and give

your plants a good start! BEFORE AFTER

We only use the sheet mulching the first year or ~ so to reduce i eyt b iien deabn ol USSR
competition for those baby pla nts! Then we want the du ff layer to ESLITET S g S coctabie ATk AR e more

bUIld, fOI’ OVGI’WIn'[erII’]g |nseCtS . There's a new feature available to support your valued Youtube Gontent
Creators, the THANKS butten. This allows you to give a one-time tip to show
support and thanks. You can find the button at the bottom of every videg, the
same place you find the like & share buttons.

a The Polli nator gives us

e : tips on how to pr event bird
The Pollinator Yodlad and window collisions,
Deep Roots” Monthly Newsletter Y i |
yay:
Birds Colliding With Windows? At the Yanney GardenS, we
Not on Your Watch!

were thrilled to see the
Virginia Creeper looking
so awesome on the trellis,
and eating up the
unwanted shrub s of yew
on the sides!

Read More It will need some editing
this year, but looks great!

I NATURAL GARDENING METHC

a This Natural Gardening Video was
perfect on a stormy afternoon!

Dianne
shared her
own pe rsonal
Yucca Glauca

Amazing that the one that produced 3 gorgeous
blooming stems last year, this year is producing one,

while a smaller one nearby has FOUR stems! Also, an
additional photo of one that is producing, | think. with us!

They look awesome this year!  Thanks, Dianne!



https://deeproots.org/birds-colliding-with-windows/
https://youtu.be/UcpDVP_0hCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wksGGlA_2IA
https://www.thespruce.com/taxonomy-of-virginia-creeper-2132897
https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2016/06/08/iowa-wildflower-wednesday-yucca-soapweed-yucca-and-the-yucca-moth/

