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What a Week of “Chelsea Cheer!” 

Chelsea Flower Show in England! 

And guess what? A REWILDING 

Garden wins Best in Show and 

Gold Medal! Yippeeeeeeee! Click 

the video to have a virtual tour 

below, or below right for a great 

written article!  

Why do we love Chelsea? One of 

the many reasons is it gave us 

the Chelsea Chop! This is a way 

to keep your perennials at a 

height you like, and blooming at 

differing times! We are trying it 

this year on many plants, this 

week on Canada Goldenrod, 

which can get really tall and droopy in our 

yards and gardens.  

 Thank you, Longfield, for this link!! 

 

 Here 

we are 

at 36 

inches! 

Getting 

ready to 

chop! 

 

 Finished at 24 

inches (ish)!  

 

Below, opposite 

view! 

 At the Dorothy 

Pecaut Nature Center, 

same plant, we are 

trying a Waterfall 

Effect to see if we can 

get the Goldenrod to 

extend the blooming 

period over several 

weeks! Wish us luck!! 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=soca6
https://blog.longfield-gardens.com/how-and-why-to-prune-perennials/
https://youtu.be/N_lYh4nNTfY
https://rewildingbritain.org.uk/blog/rewilding-garden-wins-best-in-show-at-chelsea
https://blog.longfield-gardens.com/how-and-why-to-prune-perennials/
https://www.facebook.com/DorothyPecautNatureCenter/


 

 Chris Helzer, The Prairie Ecologist, inspired a 

Meander Tour to see if we could find some of the 

same plants that were in his blogpost May 27th, and 

we were successful! Dawn and I hiked on a private 

remnant Loess Hills prairie and found so many 

beautiful blossoms!  

 

Thanks Chris for the inspiration! 

 

Thanks Mark and Jeanette for the opportunity, 

generosity, and kindness of allowing us to view 

your beautiful prairie! 

Woooooowwwww! 

 

We found Locoweed in bloom, too! 

Just like on Chris’ family prairie!  

 

Below, we found Prairie Turnip! The 

leaf is so elegant, and a close up 

showed fuzzy details we would never 

have noticed with the naked eye! 

 

       Prairie Dandelion going to seed!  

 

Far different from our usual yard 

dandelion, look at those leaves!  

 

 

In the woods we found new to me 

Moonseed! 

 What a pretty leaf, I thought it was a 

grape vine but it was not! 

 

https://prairieecologist.com/2022/05/27/photos-of-the-week-may-27-2022/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locoweed
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx/pr_dandelion.htm
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/ppi/display.php?record=Oxytropis_lambertii
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/EndangeredResources/Plants.asp?mode=detail&SpecCode=PDFAB5L0B0
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/ppi/display.php?record=Psoralea_esculenta
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/common-moonseed


 

Within the next couple of weeks, we expect to see our Native Plants 

arriving! Many of us sheet mulched over the Winter so our areas are 

all ready to plant, with the grass smothered by mulch and cardboard 

for this first year! We will plant right through that mulch and 

cardboard. But if you did not get your areas prepared, you can still 

use the cardboard and mulch to no-till those grass areas and give 

your plants a good start!  

We only use the sheet mulching the first year or so to reduce 

competition for those baby plants! Then we want the duff layer to 

build, for overwintering insects. 

 

 

  The Pollinator gives us 

tips on how to prevent bird 

and window collisions, 

yay! 

 

At the Yanney Gardens, we 

were thrilled to see the 

Virginia Creeper looking 

so awesome on the trellis, 

and eating up the 

unwanted shrubs of yew 

on the sides! 

 It will need some editing 

this year, but looks great!              

                                            

 This Natural Gardening Video was 

perfect on a stormy afternoon!  

 

 

 

 

 

Dianne 

shared her 

own personal 

Yucca Glauca 

with us!  

 

They look awesome this year!  Thanks, Dianne! 
 ht t ps: // bl og.l ongf iel d- gar dens . com / how- and- why- t o  - pr une- per enni al s/ ht t ps: // bl og. l ongfi el d- gar dens . com / how- and- why- t o- pr une- perenni al 

 

 

 

 

https://deeproots.org/birds-colliding-with-windows/
https://youtu.be/UcpDVP_0hCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wksGGlA_2IA
https://www.thespruce.com/taxonomy-of-virginia-creeper-2132897
https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2016/06/08/iowa-wildflower-wednesday-yucca-soapweed-yucca-and-the-yucca-moth/


 

Wishing you a week filled with “Chelsea Cheer (and Chop)!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wildones.org/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://map.homegrownnationalpark.org/

