Weekly Wld Wednesday

August 11%, 2021

What o Week of Wld Wonder!

Taking a stroll around the “Wild
Mess In Progress” always
yields interest! Mercedes and |
found another Camouflaged
Looper, this time decorating
itself to resemble the Pale
Purple Coneflower it was calling
dinner and home. Our heartfelt
“Thank You” to Chris Helzer for
showing us this darling new
treasure of a caterpillar! In case
you missed it last week, click
photo for link to his blogpost!
We found Monarch Caterpillars, Bumble and Native Bees, Goldenrod
starting to bloom. But the “busy” plant in “Wild” gardens, and in my
new friend Linda’s garden (Swallowtail) are the...drum roll... Anise
Lavender Hyssop! (Agastache foeniculum)

{3 @ prairieecologist.com/2021/( :

When | woke up the next morning and checked the
caterpillar, it was doing great. It had alsoc changed its
costume, though not as I'd expected. Instead of sunflower
anthers or vervain petals, the little bugger had ripped up the
paper towel and stuck pieces of paper to its back! It was
taking advantage of its surroundings and blending in with
what was there. | love it even more now.

Paper towel caterpillar!



https://prairieecologist.com/2021/07/27/my-favorite-insect-further-endears-itself-to-me/

And if that gets you
encouraged to start
planning your gardens for
the upcoming year, here
are some excellent
resources! Better Homes
and Gardens has this
excellent issue about
Going Wild, and “Wild
Mess” gardens have
planted every plant on
their cover! We liked it so
much that we bought
THREE! Yippeeeeeeeeeee!

D
ONTHE ROAD
Our lowa State Forest
Nursery Fall Catalog came
KID-FRIENDLY RECIPES in our mail, click photo for

their website! Outline your

PLACE YOUR ORDER ONLINE AT
NURSERY.|IOWADNR.GOV

order now for a September 1 order date, and order right away—they run out of seedling quickly!

And we loved this article
in the Chicago Tribune!
Grow Chicago!

@MULHALLS Mulhalls in
3 Reasons for Fall Plantings Omaha has this
Think you have to wait for spring to plant new trees, shrubs, and perennials? No exce"e nt

way! For these hardy plants, everything from the weather to the soil to their own

seasonal schedule makes fall the perfect time to get established in a new blog pOSt’ a nd
landscape. And planting now leads to some noticeable advantages next spring stocks SO ma ny

- straight Native
‘ Plants now, it is
so exciting!

A shout out to
the excellent
lowa Prairie
Network
Newsletter-
Informative and
stunning
photos! Grow
lowa Prairie

Network!
FALL IS THE RIGHT TIME FOR ROOTS Bloom On”
Shorter days and cooler temperatures give plants the signal that it's time to get o

ready for their long winter nap. Healthy root growth takes precedence over
blooms now - and with summer’s warmth lingering in the soil, new transplants

have the support they need to build a solid foundation for the winter and

Do the Prairie State proud
by adding these native
prairie plants to your
garden

By BETH BOTTS, MORTON ARBORTUM
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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https://nursery.iowadnr.gov/
https://news.yahoo.com/prairie-state-proud-adding-native-100500104.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGYEft_xUeaizzn0HxtB3lHo1ArJuK7rFlpbD_Y1U6thVNgkhnybDvTZh96HTNAANsAM0RsD7Pu3z1CawRul205cbZu8_gJ1L3PtYpmgu-BGZeyRlWYp5WRGDOnkGCNXhg5KAp5XlI4HO2uRn23uYuJr_UQwIDTchZ0lzCe_jphv
https://mulhalls.com/blog/why-fall-is-a-great-time-to-plant/
https://webmail.evertek.net/service/home/~/?auth=co&loc=en_US&id=39133&part=2

In case you

';”hfﬁffT;f of Plants Podcast missed it last | loved the Behind the Scenes at Prairie Moon! At the
week, this beginning it talks about Doug and Dot Wade whom |
Ep. 328 - Behind the Scenes at excellent

knew from the very early Loess Hills Prairie Seminars.
Doug and Dot started Windrift Prairie Nursery in
lllinois "way back when" and that is what led their son

Prairie Moon Nursery podcast that
m Playing S @ <2 you can listen

to on your
n this episode, we explore how a small native seed phone while Alan and his hippie friends to start Prairie Moon in the
P RERI RN R BT doing other 1970s. Really cool! Their educator sure did a great job
iving room grew into one of the biggest native thln s iS so ) . .
nlant nurseries in the United States. Joining us . g . Wlth the interview. Thanks, RUthI
s Horticulture Educator Kaitlyn O'Connor to give Interestlng! Dianne
) us a deep dive into how Prairie Moon Nursery is Also Prairie
able to provide over 700 species of native plants Moon is

fi i hing f d L -scal . .
R SR TR B T e currently taking orders for Fall delivery of seeds and plants!

restoration projects. Enter IDOP at checkout over
at www.prairiemoon.com to receive 10% off your

order and some free Prairie Moon swag (Offer
ends September 30th, 2021 and is limited to
those living in the continental United States). This
episode was produced in part by Silas, Michael,
Aristia, Felicidad, Lauren, Danielle, Allie, Jeffrey,
Amanda, Tommy, Marcel, C Leigh, Karma, Shelby,

If you are ordering seeds, consider
emailing Prairie Moon to ask for their
Cultural Guide Issue. It has EVERYTHING
you need to successfully start your seeds,
with all the details you can imagine!
Thanks Prairie Moon Nursery!

s g T 21 i
B . i st

In case you missed the Behind the Scenes at Prairie
Moon webinar, you can see the recording on youtube. Carrie sent this link to a past webinar, and the

It's nothing like | pictured it to be! opportunity to sign up for the upcoming one

e Auugust 26th as well! Thanks Carrie!

P.S. We receive nothing from Prairie Moon, we just
Hello! like everything about them!

Thank you for attending our program on the Prairie
Moon Nursery! You can now

view the recording . .

here: https://youtu.be/FhiEvHG1RZU. We're looking https://youtu.be/FhiEVvHG1RZU

forward

to seeing you in August for our program on collecting

and sowing native https://balibrary.librarycalendar.com/events/how-

seeds. You can register here:
https://balibrary.librarycalendar.com/events/how-
collect-and-sow-your-native-seed .

Thank you, and have a great evening!

Liz

collect-and-sow-your-native-seed



https://www.prairiemoon.com/
https://youtu.be/FhiEvHG1RZU
https://balibrary.librarycalendar.com/events/how-collect-and-sow-your-native-seed
https://balibrary.librarycalendar.com/events/how-collect-and-sow-your-native-seed
https://www.indefenseofplants.com/podcast/2021/8/1/ep-328-behind-the-scenes-at-prairie-moon-nursery
https://www.prairiemoon.com/

Wishing yowa week filled with “WAA Fall Planning’/
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NATIVE PLANTS, NATURAL LANDSCAPES
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HOMEGROWN
NATIONAL PARK


https://wildones.org/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/newsletters/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/the-map

