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What a ‘Scent’-uous Week! 

Flowers are blooming everywhere! Mercedes 

did an indoor Scent Cloud installation at the 

Sioux City Art Center (Open today only--from 

10-2) that made us think about our “Outdoor 

Scent Clouds.” The plums from last week are 

still scented, the Chokecherry are a bouquet in 

themselves, and so many of our Spring 

flowers send out beauty for the eye and the 

“Perfume of Spring!” 

 

 

Here is one beauty 

for the eye that Paul 

shared! Wow! 

And Jeanne’s 

Redbud!  

We learned Redbud 

are edible, 

but…caveat…we are 

NOT experts in 

edible Wild! 

 

Mercedes gifted this cool 

sticker below! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 MMM…Chokecherry…the scent is 

absolute aromatherapy! 



 

Friends of Stone Park did a 

major clean-up of Hwy 12, 

Thank You! The Wildlife 

thanks you, too!  

Speaking of clean-up—On 

The “Friends Pocket Prairie,” we are trying a new Citizen 

Science method on the Highly Invasive Noxious Weed Leafy 

Spurge which emerged! Because the pocket prairie is so small, 

centrally located, and easily managed, many of the volunteers 

pass this site on a daily basis. If we pull these in full bloom and 

put them in the trash (NOT in compost or left to decompose like 

other weeds), it is theorized that it eliminates masses of seeds 

and stresses the plant when all its energy is in the bloom. This 

has been tried for 2 years now in 

a nearby prairie, also very small 

and visited daily during the 

bloom season, with good 

results. The FIRST year, there 

were even MORE blooms and 

intensified response from the 

Spurge, now year 2 there are 

very few coming up!  

We will keep you posted on the 

outcome.   

Some people are sensitive to 

the milky sticky mess inside 

these weeds, so wear protective 

gloves that you can wash later! 

               

                                                                    AARGH! BAD Plant!!! 

                                                       Leafy Spurge in Full Bloom 

 

The nice thing about pulling 

Evil Invaders is you get up 

close and personal and see all 

the other WONDERFUL Prairie 

blooms emerging!  

Yaaaaayyy! GOOD!!!! 

 
         

       



  

 

                            

 

 

 

    Dianne shared this 

note from Carl, and it 

sparked a thought 

train.  

In just 2 years, my 

personal view on the 

Common Violet has changed drastically. This area at 

“The Wild Mess in Progress” used to be one I 

considered infested with weeds! The violets, while 

cute, took over and I felt like they needed to be 

removed. Now I see them as a wonderful Host Plant  

and habitat for Fritillary Butterflies and welcome them, 

carefully transplanting them to other locations for a 

natural, beautiful, AND BENEFICIAL Ground Cover!  

What a difference it makes to view these spaces 

towards Nature Gardening! Click Xerces for full article, 

and Carl’s note for his website!  

 

 

 

Homegrown National Park has launched a new Video Series 

called Ask Doug Tallamy! Could not link, but It is posted on 

Instagram, join their Feed!   

Doug also did an excellent podcast on the Joe Gardener 

Show! Click for link! 

He mentioned writing a book on Q&A, because he gets so 

many questions, which sparked this POEM! Click for link! 

Oh what a Surprise! HAHA! 

 

 

https://joegardener.com/podcast/nature-oaks-doug-tallamy/
https://joegardener.com/podcast/nature-oaks-doug-tallamy/
https://loesshills.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/05/2021-Read-The-Book.pdf
https://xerces.org/blog/plants-for-pollinators-violets
http://www.carlkurtz.com/


Dawn gave this excellent presentation and we 

loved our virtual walk through Fowler Forest. 

Click photo for link! 

 

 

Now it’s time to 

go visit in 

person!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh-Last week 

we mentioned 

signage and 

stepping stones 

at the Dorothy 

Pecaut Nature 

Center and then 

did not have 

room for 

photos! Here 

they are! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jeanne had this update 

from the 

 Agape Community Garden! 

 

               

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yux76xYTTLk


  Wishing You a Wonderful Week of  SCENTED Wildflowers! 
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